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light If at the end of a year the projectile should be caught like a comet by the gravitation of some star and be swung around and sent back to the earth, the man on stepping out of his shell would be two years older but he would find the world two hundred years older. This would be, as Professor Langevin suggests in Sdentm, 1911, an interesting way to study history, but it would be risky, not to say impossible. Still French scientists, like Napoleon, have no place in their dictionaries for so stupid a word as " impossible" and M. Esnault-Pelterie has figured out that a thousand pounds of radium would be sufficient to cary a man to Venus in 35 hours if a hollow projectile could be fitted up like a rocket with the radium in the rear sending out a rapid fire of electrons.
TURNING TIME BACKWARD
To loosen up our conventional ideas of the fixity of time and space we may accept the aid of the scientific romancers. Camille Flammarion, the famous French astronomer, wrote a fantastic little book called " Lumen " which tells of a man who died in 1864. His soul flew straight to its heaven which was one of the planets of Capella, the largest star in the constellation Auriga. Here he found the benevolent inhabitantsding a man, such as Jules Verne and Wells used on their voyages to the moon, should be sent off into space with a velocity one twenty-thousandth less than pleasure-loving leisure class. In " The Plattner Case " Wells tells of a chemicalr
